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•ZEZZSTbv Picart. thousands of Jews went to Iho sta^ 


‘Crypto-Judaism, wro th ^ ^ ^ Jgw himself . 

historian Ceci Roth ’ ‘ Jewish ‘weaklings’ who 
There have always bee ^ (o escape ridicule, 
tried to hide their origin 1 ely there have been 

rsrst^-—-*>« - 

lives. , heroism the Jews of the 

In this story of steadfas dencies have a 

Iberian peninsula a „ on ly remained 

notably illustrious place. They not on y wj[h 

secret Jews themselves — and olten p on _ 

. . 

the tenth generation and beyond. forms 


hardly recognisable as Judaism andth 
disappeared. But remnants of these se^Nk 
generally called Marranos - have sim,^ 1 
from the eyes of the world, i n Belmon1 ^’\ 
parts of a remote region of Port UBa i ' H % 
Paulo, himself of secret Jewish f am ;f An % 
studied his fellow-Jews for thirty years l Wt| ° k 
many of their secret beliefs and practice ftaSel ‘ c «ei 
He and Inacio Steinhardt, f Q S ' 
correspondent in Lisbon who now ijj^ ‘ ] C 
here tell their story for the first tini rael 
sections of the article, including the Sevet ai 
Captain Barros Basto, are based on 
the Marranos’ by Cecil Roth. The final ■ yo1 
the chuetas of Majorca, is condensed^f tlOn ' 0E 
article written for the Jewish Chronic ? a ' 
Kesselman. Cle b V Al« 


6 








Le fv Alfama today, the last Jewish quarter of Lisbon before the 
enforced conversion of 1497 


a vnuna New Christian girl in Tras-os-Montes. This is the first 
photograph of the ritual cloak which New Christian women wear, 
reminiscent of the tallit 


@ 1 at sunset we were on .the outskirts of 

n a Friday in mid-summer ^ ^ Q From the outside the 

raganza, in the house of Mrs Uda, ‘ ® bjng tbe silence of the fields. e 
am of the gadflies is the only soun doth and goe s to the ■'“le'* - > 
Id lady covers her head with a '"'’‘‘^"^stands. Before lighting the flax 
way from the window, where a sm p tugucse: „ mm ands 

ick, she closes her eyes and says . who or dains us an c 

‘Blessed be „ God. my , 0 ***"*"% 

s with His blessed and most ho y ^ n ight 0 ( Friday , 

rder to illuminate and celebralC L ord illuminate our soul an 

aturday of the Lord, to the end that tn 

s from error, pain and sin. Amen. Tras-os-Montes province, m 
Braganza is the main town 0 nd mos t backward region o d 

lountainous north-east, the Poorest ^ and Spanish Jews adjusted 
'enturies ago, many descendants o ns from which ro e 

reir lives ,o the poverty and theiso auon ^ ^ and traditions. In the 
rc continuity of certain ancient side roads, and in t lose 

roups of houses that line the st«t* 5 ^ honcyc omb, the way of Me has 

hanged very little over thegen^ ^ this anc ieni pc -0 ! 1 ^ * -r 


uneventfully and without change. 

In a side street, a little further downtown, Mrs Quiteria N does not keep 
the tradition of the Sabbath rest. But for her, the burning lamp is the sign for 
the weekly preparation of the tabafeiras, an imitation of the local sausage, 

but made without pork. . 

At the same hour, in the village of Carzao, Mrs Raquel Q recites in her 

emulous voice: ‘May the Lord who separated day from night separate our 
souL from blots and sins, our body from inquisitions and troubles. May the 
Lord’s mercy deliver us from troubles and perils. Amen.’ 

Not far from there, at Argozelo, Mrs Violante S prays: ‘Blessed art Thou, 
Adonai our God, King of the world, who hast sanctified us with Thy holy 
•ommandments, blessed and holy, holy and blessed, and has commanded us, 
through Thy prophets, to distinguish Thy holy day to rest in it and didst 
choose the Land of Israel. Amen.’ 

At Vilarinho dos Galegos, on the border with Spam, Mrs Alzira R makes 
haste to finish her toils of the day, kindles the Lord’s lamp, and prays to the 
‘ereat Lord, Adonai.’ 

At almost the same time, at Lagoaza, Mrs Margarida M, her head still 
covered with the white linen doth, is engaged in a long series of prayers which 

she knows by heart. 




;ind the 







he hidden °* 


i lie paiacc oi esiaos stood 


1,1 Lisbon’s 


demolished by an earthquake in 175s"^‘” ma,n s Quare, r 0Ss . 

"heatre of Dona Maria II. recently rebuilt afteJVr* WaS bui " theV ^ 
Sao Domingos in an adjacent square. The the c *Nl 

headquarters of the Lisbon Inquisition. glnal palace b b ch of 

In this palace were assembled the Jews 0 f P th « 

information that their children had been bantu , ga1 ’ Undeter,„ , 
them again, they steadfastly refused to give U n ‘ hat the V would by th ' 
taken by force the few steps to the Church ofSao^n Cl,8ion ' They 1"°' «* 
of baptism. ' ao D °min gos and y ( er e th en 

Pious Jews to this day recite the kaddish when .1 ° *** f °*t 

many refuse to enter the National Theatre y Pass R °ssi 0 sn 

Only 5,000 Jews, of the 75,000 who had ■ ' qUare »n<l 

120.000 who had been admitted when thev w in P °«Ugal 

years earlier, managed to leave the country T h ^ apelled from Sn'* nd the 
were not killed became ‘New Christians ' All ^ Wh ° Were 'eft brie " 1 fiv « 
were forbidden, particularly circumcision 'indT*^ practi <*s of , ln<1 atld 
Hebrew books became a criminal offence possess 'on and re H daisn > 

Nine years later, at Passover time, some old ns ^of 

house of a New Christian family at 2 am r Chnstians broke : 
and lamb cooked the way Jews cook for p a « nv , nd ther >i eati n „ . n !° th « 
baked.’ Thus a new persecution had started "t and ' bread that the ' 1 " 11 
introduction of the Inquisition in Portugal in 1539 ^ “ ltimi *tely l e <fo Q haVe 

Between that date and 1834, when the lnqu ' d be8Un i# 

Portugal, countless thousands of New Christian. “I final| y aboli.i, 
Jews, were burn. a. the stake for their stubborn ° ut tob e ^ in 

their fathers. Among the victims of the autos ,tn adhcren « to the fa -,t ret 
women - of great distinction and influence if many men ^ ° f 
princes of the Church. ln na tional iif e . " and 

The Jewish traditions had to be passed on fro ' ' nClUding 

strictest secrecy and by word of mouth. Thev her? Pa ? ms 10 children t. 
conditioned by the circumstances in which th T dlstorted with tin , 11 tbe 
and - to us - strange forms of observaf e ^ b ° 
an entire new liturgy (almost wholly in the vernaculari?' 0 ^’ •« WeH? 
Sabbath oil lamps, baking of matzot, remembrance of lig hti ng ! 
Egypt, and Repentance. e ot the Exodu s t ° f 

The prayers, recited from memory, became fault r ° m 

to village. These and stories of Jewish historv ^ Varied from vtn 
could be learned by heart by the children The oraf S ‘ mplified so th at t ? 8e 

heritage. me the 8uardi ans of d 

They would prepare the‘blessed wick’with which t r 

lamp, to bake matzot on roof tiles, and to prepare Ihl e the Fr 'day- n i„r,. 
worn on the fast of diapuro (the ‘pure day’ - Y om K men garm =nts 
in. So ingrained was the habit of secrecy that i, becameTar! oftf be bad ed 
has remained so although freedom of worship has lnn„ f the ritual a „ rf 
Thus the Sabbath lamp would be lit in the cellaf A ? ^ been r ied 
Ne * Christians who had married ‘out’ from all religio^sT" Cxclad ed 
For nearly five centuries the secret Jews believed th em ° ni es. 
remnants of the Jewish people on earth. etnselves to be the la st 

By the time of the French Revolution, in 1789 
Portugal (and of Spain) seemed to have run their course Christia ns of 
was heard of them. (An exception is the account given in ms k' 118 ra °re 
traveller and writer, George Borrow, but it was thouaht m n En *h 
romancing to which he was known to be addicted ) be a Piece 0 f 

. . . Until 1917, when a Polish Jew, Samuel 'Schwa 
Belmonte, a little town perched high in the hills of s * as se nt to 
north-east Portugal, to direct some tin-mining operation 7h “* Estrela , 
arrival, Schwarz, was approached by a local merchant who v after h « 
do business with the new mining company, advised the enai * anxiety *° 
from one of his competitors. ‘It is enough for me to mi ^ n °’ to S 
Jew.’ leu you that he j s a 

As Schwarz, wrote in one of his papers, ‘i, was indeed enorn-h’ 
o hasten to meet the man. The ‘Jew’ nou gh 



• „ Rossio In the background, the National Thaatm, 

ULhese glimpses of ** * a “ nf^ — H 
PoSST- -ay f-m the 

Lisbon- would hardly be worthy of tnentto ^ country . They are, in 

happened in 1977, ins^^ began many centuries ago, in the 
fact the last act in a dramatic sioiy 

year 1497. . • n Dcnins ula with the Roman conquerors in 

Jews had first come to the Iberian P h ician merchants. For the 

the first century CE, if no. «her w« h ^ and they prospered, 

most part, they were allowed to 1 jsh Spain lhey suffered per- 

When, with the Catholic reconqu , 492 ) most of them found 

sedition and finally « pu S ’“ n .^ genera, been well treated, 
refuge in Portugal, where they h ^ bound , 0 cast thc ir shadow, 

But events in the neighbour! g ella 0 f Spain was promised in 

L Portugal,bu 

marriage .0 King Manuel he F ^ chanucah 1496 the king signed a 

•purified’ of Jews. So on the fi V hjs coumry within a ye ar. But 
decree ordering all Jews an , neace fully he had second thoughts 

while the Moors were allowe o fine physicians, pharmacists, 

about ‘his’ Jews. Why^houkl he ‘ finander , ? H e would see .0 their 
astronomers, navigators ana, aou 

conversion to Catholicism^ inducements for volunteers. Then, on 

He first offered attracti ( )h 0 f opposition from his 

the advice of a Jewish apostate a . unca nonical,’ he had all Jewish 

Council of State, which pronou ‘ forcibly presented for bap- 

^The“asTheX,°day°of Passover 1497. Many parents themselves 

killed their children rather than see then P c ( ( , roya ] expc nsc and 

Those who survived were brought up u Christian^ ^ 

eventually sent to populate Jews refusec i t0 convert and asked 

ro l n el e w1d loLtoSs which the king had promised to provide. King 
cl ordered them .0 assemble in Lisbon for embarkation. 


to hasten to meet the man. The ‘Jew’ denied the accusal ‘° get hi ® 
despite Schwarz’s efforts to convince him that he himself w a " e ( mphati «Hy 
time later, and by accident, Schwarz met the man in the st * * JCW ' A 101,8 
He invited him to come with him to the local synagoaue I'T ° f lisboi >- 
from Belmonte had no idea existed. On his return ho a'’ the ' ,ew ' 
Schwarz to the old women of the ‘nation’ — as the ^ ' Wro(iuce d 
selves — saying, ‘He is one of us.’ This fact permitted e Sch Called them " 
to the women, but they revealed nothing in return ” W!irZ t0 tall( 



■nrhire the smoky I II 


fnr vnnr nr»/^l 





continued 


)ld matriarch“LLLTfMUS a Jewish P 
rom ours, at least reC1 JeWS .’ After sot 
assure us is used y o He brew word 

d to recite the sa , he s hemah 

tve been heard at the hed ,heir eyelu 

; Hdortfli, the ^ome is a j e w, for he ha 


fingers ana inc r- 

natne of Adonai. ’ 

Schwarz’s talks to the p 

the Jewish world led to a r 

taken by a professional sol 

who became a fig ure 
old New Christian family 
him by his 8 ran f ath ^ f the faith of his 

Fired by enthusiasm fo^ ^ faith in 

Hebrew, formal ' y t0 wh ich he enticed his 
synagogue in P ’ nn(jce of the ‘official . 

crypto-Jews came th the Jerusalem rab 

Mowius 

t heAnglo4ewishAssoc.at rne r ofpor tu gal . 
still existed in a re historian, Li 

The noted diplomat and Jewts 

the area and his repor not on ly simple country 

numbers of secret Jews, mcM g^ professlonal men , ope 

servants, army officers b commU nities were establ 

adherence to Judaism W ell as elsewhere, 

Belmonte, Pinhel and » and th e secret Jews 


■oused by his discovery in 

secret Jews. The lead was 
' Carlos deBarrosBasto, 

A member of an 
was imparted to 

he taught himself 
and established a 
e w Christians. The 
nmunity of Lisbon, 
secretary informed 
hat the secret Jews 


and the interest an 
irring among these: 
mong them, Captain 
local politics and literature. 

edge of the old traditions 


their faces furrowed by centuries 


hereupon visited ^ pjew Christian couple 

■ain. As a result, dissimulation 

Folk but also civil contact between the two mt 
nly declared their samc pray ers have been reco 

ished at Covilha, e vef y mu ch the same. . . .. , 

Secrecy is the strongest common denominator of all groups and is jealously 

of Portugal were u * eW . much like in some kind of mystic sect. The Mosaic law as received 
from their ancestors has become diluted and distorted by many extraneous 
additions prompted by fear of informers, just as if the ominous bailiffs of 
the Inquisition were still waiting to pounce^ 

Over the years we have gained the confidence of some of these secret 
lews at most of the places where they are known to live. Yet on each visit we 
rmsV go through a complicated process of introductions and persuasion; 
sometimes we gain a new contact, not rarely with the assistance of p ersons 
Portugal. The wastage of 50 bcen ba nned from the community because of intermarriage but 

Lous indifference in the anxious ,o maintain contact with the ’only true religion,’ even if as 

'Ll in the provinces of iders These C an be recognised by some unexpected act such as closing 

village of Vilarinho dos ™ businesses on Yom Kippur, in spite of being refused participation in ,h e 
a small community in the sccret r meetings of the Day of Fast. 

shoe-makers. The largest an attempt 10 record the state of this crypto-Juda.sm we have covered 

dv-attached to the crypto- than , ,(XX) miles of country roads, and we were lucky enough to 

There is apparently no . herc and there some valuable information, sometimes on how it use( j 

L be in the olden days, sometimes on how it was just a few years ago. 
'xAR Hebrew books have disappeared completely. So has the Hebrew language, 

JfiPt 0 , f 0r a few isolated words and expressions interspersed in their prayers 

► The longest sentence, in a mutilated form of Hebrew, was recorded in 

. Belmonte. 'Adonai sebaat milho cohres quebrado- (the correct Hebrew 

t ^ '^“obtious^symboU that could easily be held as evidence of Judaism, such as 

-ircumcision or the possession of religious objects, were banned centuries 
W 1 , Hcrc . 1IU 1 there manuscript:, with then prayer secretly kept 

some families. In Rebordelo, on the doorpost of Moises Abraao G, we 
iw a Star of David. ‘It was carved by our father, of blessed memory, who 
JBJnFS kcDt the ancient law all his days,’ explained the owner’s brother. ‘But my 

brother Moises married an old Christian and he doesn’t bt ana to our nation 
more ’ They have also inherited from their father a manuscript of 99 
MB ,Li LL leather covered, whose front Page reads: It oak „j Prayers to the 

Vniii’htv and Most Wyh God. It contains prayers, reltno,, precepts and 

■ V |S lamily fi-cords, the last one being the dan-ol the death ot Mi I m/a Pimentel 

W' K LL town of Bragan/a, we had a hard lime persuading Mr: UdaCito talk 

■ ISi bout the old days when practice were conduc ted by rezadara s (women who 

■ M|L- . had the prayers), and how during Passove. Jew: used to gather on a sandy 

U Y,<, ‘ f (hcSabol r iver. The time came to kindle the Sabbath lamp and we 

M ; S „°, rc io observe. Our visit drew abruptly to an end when a 


areas, but slightly different versions of the 
:d in both, and religious practices and beliefs 


of Lisbon 


1497 Jewish quarter 


Street of the ‘Judiaria, 


tor your pool at competitiTJ^ 


sociated with 


■flflllfll/.r (IR! 



S2 1 SS "/ jn the of 0 „, 

neighbour,. Mki. """““mm ik 1 *® °»- s !" 

™ , e<eal li, lie ..It .o .ngboby, 
made us promise that we wum > 

particularly other persons of the had en joyed a few years of 

Unlike other places, the Je of Barr0 s Basto, mentioned above. 

Jewish education through t e e he is in d is seventies. At the age o 

Joao S is a shoe-maker by ra • Yeshiva , established at Oporto for 

twelve he spent one year at the Ro crypt0 _ Jews , Joao is not afraid any 

a time in the twenties. Unlike mo. for f e ar now that the Jewish people 

more . He told us that there---- ' aU persccutc d Jews. In his 

- •' ** * - r, " ,y “ d 

rmSyK’f^S^y forgets. There is less and less Judaism ,n 

Braganza. marrialie that’s why. I myself married an old 

Why? we asked. Because of * ’ fo l lo w my religion, and my 

Christian, but I didn’t change^ ^children ^ 

. 

and 1 was baptised. We had to prefer‘ • passoveri a nd how great was 
Joao told us of the lamb t ey us after t h e new moon (they did 

the celebration. In September on e dressed in their best garments and 

not know the Hebrew calend ), ‘the day of purity.’ No 

prayed to the Lord to accept their fast^ ^ (q hav£ # big supper 

food, no drink, no cigarettes. A honour of the Lord, followed by 

_ ‘very clean,’ that is, without any meat, in honour 

S °AXfnho, we met two old ladies, Mrs Alzira R (75) and Mrs Adelaide A 


Joao Baptists dos Santos, with his younger son, of Braganza, who h 
kept faith with Judaism after nearly 500 years of enforced disshnul jj 

(72) ‘There are many Jews here,’ they said. ‘The pure do not go to ch 
those that have mixed with the chuzos (their word for non-Jews), thev UrCh: 
When they were in their teens, there was a certain Miguel Nunes’ wh o ' 
known in the village as the Jewish priest. They don’t know why,' Was 
At Vilarinho we were given a description ot the secret Jews’ niar 
ceremony. Three days before the marriage the bridegroom and the bride* 8 * 
joined in a fast by two friends of each. Then, usually on a Saturday ev eni * r ' 
a ‘woman priest’ comes to the house, her head covered with a white lie’ 
cloth, and binds the hands of the couple with a handkerchief. She deliver 
brief speech of good advice, and then pronounces the marriage blessing- 
the name of the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob, I unite y ou . c ar " 
out your blessing.’ ^ 

The couple are then married according to the civil law, a t the regis, 
office. In some places they go to the church on Sunday morning to receive tlT 
Catholic nuptial blessing. Otherwise, it was explained to us, their child™' 
would be considered by the rest of the population as illegitimate. n 

When a crypto-Jew goes to church, he must declare to God that this is not 
his faith: ‘1 enter this house, but 1 do not worship wood or stone, but only the 
God who rules over everything.’ 

The ladies told us that Sabbath consists of prayers in the evening, j n , h 
morning, at midday and again at night. On weekdays they pray when they ge , 
out of bed, before and after meals. 1 rom them we heard about the ‘Signal of 
Adonai,' a blessing formula, which in spite of s >me obvious Catholic 
influences remains the familiar Jewish priestly blessing: 

Adonai, bless me with Vour Holy Face. 

The Lord bless me with His Holy Face. 

Amen (and they put a hand on their chest). 

Here Moses (hand on chin). 

Here Abraham (hand over head), 

The Lord bless me with His powerful and divine blessing. 

Glory to the Lord in Heaven, peace to us on earth for ever and ever, 

Amen. May this blessing ascend and be received in Heaven. 

A red-haired girl, the grand-daughter of our hostess, entered the room to 


a 














i«« dinner ... «*• Mm, ™»<-“ of .hi. «• «' 

t£t* or *«* - — ZSSfXS 

Serra da Estrela, the highest mountain in t are cons idered 

This is a village of 4,000 inhabitants, o w (jews). This is the most 

to be of New Christians, known to all asj d _ ^ ^ inscriptio n was 
important centre of crypto-Judaism in Po■ 8 • readSi . And the 

found in Belmonte dating from the tint hushed in H is presence’ 

Lord in His holy temple, let all the eart Qf jts synago gue. This 

(Habakkuk 2.20), and probably belonged to t ^ Zacut0 Museum _ 

inscription can now be seen in omar, a ^ the s cp hardi cabbalist 

also an ancient synagogue, muc m e d j ew j s h community 

synagogues of Safed. This shows that Belmonte had at 
long before the Expulsion, and probably an impor the century which 

Many New Christians who escaped from ° r “f daism in northern Europe 

followed the forced conversion and return used fey we ll-known 

bore the name ‘de Belmonte’ (from Belmonte),_one st'll used ^ and 
Sephardi familes. Belmonte in Portuguese means ^ 
the name was later translated into the Dutch V nfolk and are 

As in Tras-os-Montes, Jewish practices are led fey 

kept in stealth. But here they are much more o ^ ^ population. But 

persons known to all as being dif ere "‘ ™ m , re i at ions with old 

only in their religion, because in other matters 

Christians are apparently excellent. traditions can hardly be 

Their faith is immovable. Even if some of the trad fo ^ do|ng 

recognised as Judaism, there are many rellgl ° US ^ ’ shor , slee ves or 
business on Saturdays, eating on fast ays, wo allowed!), to which 

low necks, or girls dancing with old Christians ( unforgiveablc 

they attach vital importance, and infringements are considered 

Belmonte .e .... T ° M “ 


, u.rranos of Spain and its dependencies took a 
The history of the Ma r {hg chuetas 0 , Ma/orca have long 

somewhat different ^ gny form {see story on page 16). An 

since abandoned Juto* ^ /gUs Ueft) who Wls hes to identify 

exception is Cayetanu• ^ . gwgjts the long-expected Messiah. ’ 

himself with all things ae ^to^ Above is a view of Majorca’s 

His paintings reflect hissing 

' Ipw StrBGt . 

1 to tell of persecution and denunciation, a constant f ear 

many interesting tales o ^ hQUse of a very interesting lady with a q U i te 

of past centuries; an ^ foun d nQ explanatioili Mrs Suca D H Bo , h 

unusual first name, or ^ ^ ^ , he me mbers of the ‘family’ who came and 
houses were too sma ^ Qf (he wor ld,’ the various facets of the ‘true 

tried to explain to us, . doors were care f u n y dosed and the street 

religion.’ While we t^^^ (o make sure that no old Christians were 

watching. themselves as judeus (Jews), familia (family) or da 

Crypto-Jews re e religion they call the ‘true religion’ or 'the law of 

nazao (of the natl0n [- . . , we f 0U nd one of their customs to be exotic, 
Moses.’ Whenever J followed ’the ancient law.’ We could not be 

or “ r “'" 

with the Judaism (he guard ; ans 0 f their heritage and they expect 

ThC W ° m H n 1 e«°knowledgeable and observant. Suca knows by heat, an 
the men to be for ail occasions. She also knows many talcs in 

endless number o p jn a beautiful voice, joined in by the rest of 

rhyme and songs ^ (Q her home on Frid ay night, after the blessing 

the women, w devotion the Song of Moses, and after each 

nf the oil-lamp, she sang , 

stanza the women repeated the ■ 

Let us sing today to the Lord, 

The God of an unique glory, 

For the horse and the horsemen 

»¥„ v ias thrown into the deep . 

\ m the Sabbath crypto-Jews have few festivals, but many days of 
Apart fro are determ i ne d by counting the days from the 

fast and sacn ice. ^ ^ namcs for the lunar months. In September they 
new moon, new moon an d they celebrate the day of fast and 

count ten day. sunset. Men and women usually dress in white for 

vimur. Eight days after the new moon of February comes the fast 
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He hidden tJeins of iBelmonte 


continued 


of Queen Esther (but no remembrance of Purim). In March comes Passover, 
and they know the date from another rhymed prayer: ‘On the fourteenth day 
of the moon, in the first month of the year, the people departed from Egypt.’ 
from the Fast of Esther until Passover they refrain from eating meat of any 
kind. ‘Because we don’t know any more how to slaughter,’ an old butcher 
told us. 

During the first two days of Passover they refrain from bread. On the third 
day — ‘when gentiles are not watching any more’ — they make a heavy 
dough of flour and water, without salt, separate from it three small pieces 
which they throw into the fire, and from the rest they form round cakes 
which are put on roof tiles and baked in the oven. This is the unleavened 
bread to be eaten during the rest of the week. It is unpleasant and tasteless. 
When shown matzot they fail to understand how those tasty crackers may be 
eaten during the ‘Passover of the Lord.’ There are special prayers for the 
preparation of the unleavened bread and for the holiday itself. They also 
have the custom of ‘cutting the waters’: they step over a tiny stream of water, 
which they beat with a stick, to a ‘song of the sea.’ 

Feliberto, a young crypto-Jew, told us about the mourning ceremonies. 
When somebody dies in the house the body is washed and dressed with the 
white garments used on Yom Kippur. Then all the waters found in the house 
are thrown away. ‘We believe,’ Feliberto told us, ‘that the angel of death 
must wash his sword in order to kill more people. If he doesn’t find water he 
leaves without taking other victims.’ The priest is then called and the Catholic 
funeral takes place at the local cemetery. The relatives return home and after 
the last old Christian has left the house they sit on low benches for seven 
days. During that time a needy person eats at their table and is offered a 
complete garment as a present. A special oil-lamp is left to burn continuously 
as it does on Yom Kippur, and prayers for the soul are offered during the 
seven days. The same ceremony is repeated for one day at the end of one, 
three, nine and twelve months. On the day of the funeral the house and all 
others that are under the same roof arc declared trefle (treifa?), and in order 
to be untrefled they must be sprinkled with water dispensed from an olive 
branch. 
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gC^Pam itself, ' h *= cradl <-‘ of Marranism and the Inquisition, has been 
^lastingly influenced by the crypto-Jewish presence but, as far as has been 
established, no identifiable secret Jews remain. But in the Spanish kLh t 
Majorca the position is different. The Chuetas as nT i , J f 
converted to Catholicism (the converses) in the fifteenth centu^are known 
there, were until quite recently stigmatised as inferior citizens. They livedTa 
separate quarter of Palma (the Call), could not join the army, navy or hold 
positions in the Church, and to this day bear distinctive surname 
Intermarriage between the Chuetas and Catholics is of recent oriein 
The ancient and illustrious history of Majorcan Jewry started to decline 
not long after the island was conquered by Jaime I of Aragon in 1229 T 
came to a bloody end in 1435 when they were accused of killing a Christian 
child for Passover, and many were burnt alive and the rest baptised As m 
Spain and Portugal many converses maintained their Jewish traditions in 
the secrecy of their homes - a rich field of activity for the Inquisition Side 

festivals^ fetiValS th6y ° bSerVCd the JeWi8h Sabbath a " d 

On Sabbath they refrained from cooking food, while attending to their 
business. On Passover they would roast a whole lamb, in accordance with 
biblical precept, and eat no bread. Meat and poultry were soaked and sailed 
and only olive oil was used in cooking. In time the practices disappeared 
and only the isolation remained. speared, 

The sinister Inquisition was abolished in 1819. Two of the many sites at 
which recalcitrant secret Jews were burnt are well known „/ ■ 

Palma, the Borne and Plaza Gomila. On th!s ,a«er « 30 ZT 
witnessed the auto da fe of 21 prisoners accused of ‘judaising’ iffesT 
By a strange twist of history i, was in a restaurant on this same square that 
ewish immigrants met m 1970 for the firs, time and decided To es mb i h ‘ 
Jewish community. I, was granted official recognition the following yea 
Mr Alec Kesselman, the president of the community, knows many 
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send for our free colour 
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1 Reminder of a glorious past - Seder plate, hand-inscribed with part of 
the Seder sen/ice, preserved at the Luc monasterv, Majorca 

Chuetas Of those he knows, and there are many others impossible to reach, 
four families have declared their connection or affinity with the Jewish 
community A youth of eighteen among them has expressed a desire to 
■return' to Judaism. He is Nico Aguilo, a sincere young man who has learned 
Hebrew and who plans to go to Israel to study to become a rabbi. He hopes 
,o return to Majorca as the first native-born rabbi in five hundred years. 

Several other Chuetas told Mr Kesselman of their feeling for Jewishness. 
Vague stories of their Jewish inheritance have been handed down to them and 
V 8 r ■ (Winrirv nressed upon them by their fellow-citizens has induced 

it -Sl -*' UK — o' * s r 

bought this to the surface and the presence of a new community of Jews has 

k 1f.he h sixu y es n8 aTroa r p'of Chuetas left to settle in Israel, where they 
In the sixtie 8 , udaism One family returned to Majorca, leaving a 

'“"behind'onlheir mantlepiece they display a photograph of Moshe Dayan 
son behind. On room there 1S a statue of the 

I Virgin Mary, fo Isabela Munoz, a lady of wealthy 

*-*r >*». 

tamily. Sheembr ® was committed to a mental home. Mr Kesselman 
On returning horn without success , The rest of the group 

made many attempts to visit nc , 

are believed to have gone to Spam. £ number of Chuetas in Majorca. 

Vanous eaiimates a which originaNy denoled 

„a„» Mlorc.^ "I *” „„ The t i,h,e 

- —■ o” “ f ■ w ”“°” ° r “ f ■ i 

is, r ! 

ornament. When asked, l■ ey s(reet of the silversmiths wears both a 

Dav,d S an n d a^nd brings forward the one or the other according 

to his estimate of the loyalties. One of them told Mr 

Some Chuetas are con ^ he has nQ intention of becoming a Jew. 

Kesselman that his heart isJ Co|umbus , who he insists was a Jew 

He claims kinship with Ch P ^ A yflung man confessed his 
(there have been many f . |fj | a ,, tha , Judaism demands and he would 
confusion; he said he con .^Zoning Christianity and believing in 
practice his own 'VP e of re ‘ lg recen|ly cam e to Mr Kesselman’s home and 
the unity of one God. Anot digging you disturb many 

quoted a Majorcan saying to him. y 
I unpleasant things’. epitaph, but Jewish history, dramatic, 

A„ inconclusive and unsatisfactory u P ntidy # 

tragic and heroic though it > ———- 
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